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YOUTH & MIGRATION




NEWSLETTER NO. 3 2007




Stavanger, 19 Octobre, 2007

Dear friends and yamists,
Stavanger2008 opened its magic box yesterday. Hundreds of projects will be offered to the people of Rogaland next year as the Stavanger-region becomes the European Capital of Culture. Among them is ours -  Youth and Migration – or YAM2008, one of the most innovative and ground-breaking projects of them all. 

I know some of you are about to lose your patience, becoming anxious even, about what´s going on. Will it really happen, or has it only been urealistic plans with no roots in reality. To all of you I can say: Now is the time! Now is the time to get organised and to set the agenda for next year´s big events in Stavanger.

But for the YAM – family the whole thing has already started, as many of you have already contributed with photos and videos that will be part of our traveling exhibition Moving People. Some of these can be downloaded from our website www.yam2008.com. Others have sent me texts to be implemented in our digital learning programme. 

To all of you I have but one message: keep up the good work, so that we can be sure nobody will get disappointed when our migration history programme, the exhibition Moving People and our World Village open in week 39 ( 22 – 28 September) in 2008. 

Here is what is going to happen, so please mark these important dates in your calendar:
1. November 2007: Digital learning programme. 

A new updated version of our learning programme will now be re-launched 1 November. Still with a few missing parts, but complete enough to start taking the attitude test and compare results with other schools and countries. Remember one thing: Send me the name of the school to be registered. You can also start doing your family tree, fill in your scrapbook with interesting stories from your own family or from the many interesting events of global migration history. 

Please notice that still only a few countries are active on the map. All partner countries will be activated, but this a process that will start now, and perhaps not be completed before September 2008. And this is very much your responsibility. Find the events and illustrations that will make your national migration history, then I will able to incorporate the information in the programme. Look to Norway to see how it can be done. I will resend you the text form to help you do it the right way. In case you need extra support, do not hesitate to ask.
Moving Europeans – a travelling exhibition
The Moving European exhibition will open in week 39 (22-28 September) in 2008.
Our orginal plans have been changed a bit, to make it easier to organise and cheaper to produce. However, it will be a high-standard exhibition curated by scenographer Ragnhild Thordal. The themes are still love, religion, death and hospitality. 

We want to present an honest and challenging multi-media travelling exhibition for and by young people. That means that we want to have all sorts of art works: photos, videos, paintings, artifacts, poems, short-stories, cartoons and drawings. Only the “best” ones will be used for the exhibition, so please encourage the students/ participants to think differently. Why not try black and white pictures? Those making videos, please remember a maximum length of 3 minutes. Use your imagination, and have a look at the Educational CD produced by Rogaland Art Centre to get some ideas. 
Deadline for submitting art works is March 31. 2008
The venue of exhibit is still to be decided. However it will be in the Stavanger/ Sandnes area, and it will be on display from September till the end of December 2008. Then we plan for it to travel Europe and finally end up at the Ellis Island Immigration Museum in New York.  

3. Tveit World Village – (former Camp Tolerance)

As the word camp have unfortunate associations, particularly in the United Kingdom, we have changed the name of this youth gathering to World Village. The WV will also take place in week 39, so that the participants will celebrate the opening of the exhibit together. The activities of village will be less academic than orginally planned to suit the guidelines of the EU criteria of Youth Exchange. By doing so we have good hopes to have all costs covered for every participant, including one group leader.
Organisation

The participants will be organised in four groups:
1. sports/ football 2. outdoor life - mountain/ woods/ sea (climbing, horseriding, sailing and viking ships,), 3. music and dance (rock music and modern dance) 4. arts and crafts (arts in landscape). There will also be discussions groups were issues related to migration, migration policies, global warming etc. will be discussed.
Participation and responibility

Each country will be invited to send 5 persons, preferably of mixed sexes between 16 – 25 of age. The group leader in charge must sign an agreement stating that he/ she will take the responsibility of the group. The groups will be called YAM + nationality, e.g. YAM-Croatia, YAM-Portugal etc. 
Summary

As you have seen from the above, we have been faithful to our original plans. Still things might change, but in the absence of contrary evidence, I see no reason why we should not have good hopes for a successful implementation of our YAM2008 project. Together we will make this a unique European Capital of Culture project.

Please let me know when you have received this Newsletter No 3, and give me your immediate reactions. I will be back with more detailed information after the relaunch of the digital learning programme 1 November.
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Thank you for being so patient!
All the best, and good luck.
Hans
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