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English abstract by Hans Storhaug

Twenty five students at Sola Upper Secondary School, Stavanger, Norway taking an optional course in Intercultural Integration were voluntarily selected guinea pigs to test some of the ideas of YAM2008. During spring 2006 the students were introduced to the subject of migration, learned about videoproduction and contemparary art and produced their own video of the subjects related to love, religion, hospitality and death. Finally some of the students took part in family meetings.

1. Videoproject

The students showed a great interest in working with video, as it was a new experience for most of them. They put a lot of effort into it, wanting to deliver a high-quality product. From a teachers point of view, it seemed as if the students considered it to be an important project, and they got emotionally involved when discussing the universal questions of love, religion, hospitality and death. 

However, producing the video took more time than expected. Particularly because the whole process was filmed by a film student, wanting to make a documentary of this unique project. Many of the students felt uneasy being filmed by an unknown person in the beginning, but the problem declined over time. 

Result: 

The outcome of the video-project is a 40 minutes video, organised in four separate themes. It is in the Norwegian language with English subtitles. The video will be distributed to all research centres and schools participating in the project.

2. Family meetings

The second part of the project was the family meetings. The ultimate goal of the project is to make “native” and “immigrant” students exchange families for a while and to document these exchanges in one way or another. The purpose is to give both students and families from different ethnic backgrounds the possibilities to get aquainted. However, this proved to be difficult. So, in order not to scare away the students, minor changes were made: the students were invited to arrange the meetings the way they wanted themselves, the meetings were not to be filmed, but documented through still pictures, and the meetings would not mean staying over night. These changes made a great difference. More than half of the students in the class participated in the family meetings. Before the meetings took place, both students and parents were invited to a joint meeting at the school, and given proper information about the project, before signing an agreement of consent informing them about the purpose and the implications of the project. 

3. Conclusion

The YAM2008 pilot project definitely was a positive experience to both students and teacher in many ways. The students learned more about migration and the universal subjects of love, religion, hospitality and death. But most of all they were introduced to new and exciting methods of promoting cross-cultural integration. 

Note: 

A full version of this report is available in Norwegian, and can be uploaded from the website. 
